
Collision Course 
Statement of Inquiry:  When different cultures intersect, there are lasting positive and negative impacts, 
characterized by power and geography.  
 
Key Questions:  
Local: How has the indigenous population in Hawaii been impacted by annexation? 
Global: How do global interactions impact local cultures over time? 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: Students will explore the roots of American imperialism as it relates to the specific 
events and relationships involved in Hawaii’s annexation. After establishing a foundation of understanding regarding 
the impact of annexation in Hawaii, students will compare patterns of global interactions through independent inquiry 
and research. Ultimately, the goal of this unit is to develop an understanding of the lasting impacts of cultural conflict 
and subjugation and a deep appreciation for the value of intercultural understanding. Final reflections will focus on 
solutions and a path forward in creating respectful, mutually beneficial cultural relationships. 
 
Lines of Inquiry 

Historical Events and Relationships Impact of Global Interactions  A Path Forward 

● What were the significant 
motivations and events that led to 
the overthrow and annexation of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom?  (Factual) 

● What events characterized American 
influence on Hawaii after the 
overthrow and annexation? (Factual)  

● Who played a significant role in 
Hawaii's power shift? (Factual) 

 
 

● How did the systems of 
colonization impact Native 
Hawaiian culture? (Factual and 
Conceptual)  

● Is it possible to find common 
ground between indigenous 
cultures and a post-colonization 
society? (Debatable)  

● Do we need to protect Indigenous 
cultures from globalization? 
(Debatable)  

● How do global interactions impact 
local cultures over time? 

● How do we transform cultural 
conflict into intercultural 
understanding? (Conceptual, 
Debatable) 



(Conceptual and Factual)  
● What patterns of cross-cultural 

interactions can be observed 
internationally? (Factual) 

● What characterizes intercultural 
understanding? (Conceptual) 

Criteria A, B, C, D 
 

Summative Learning Assessments  
● Primary Source Analysis (Paper 1) 
● Content Exam (Paper 2)  

○ Criterion A, C, D  
○ Strands: A1, A2, C1, C2, C3, 

D2, D3, D4 

Criteria A, B, C, D 
 

Summative Learning Assessments  
● Cross-Cultural Case Study  

○ Criterion A, B, C, D 
○ Strands: All strands  

 

Criteria A, C, D 
 

Summative Learning Assessments  
● Intercultural Understanding 

Written Reflection  
○ Criterion A, C, D  

 
 

 
 


